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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Adams Elementary School
Celebrating Reading

Amount:  $600.00

Teachers:  Barbara Russell & Paula Wilcoxon

Students:  600

This grant will be used to purchase books, certificates, ice cream and other rewards to students who successfully participate in the Accelerated Reading program.  Teachers hope to encourage students to read for pleasure and hope the rewards will energize and motivate them to read more, which will help them to improve their reading skills.
Adams Elementary School
Historical Apple Orchard

Amount:  $469.07


Teacher:  Amy Berghorn

Students:  600

With the help of this grant, an unsightly part of the Adams campus will be transformed into an educational apple/orange grove.  This project will allow students to beautify their campus as they learn science, math, and history.  Students will measure the area, develop an irrigation system, and plant apple and orange trees in the space.  They will learn about grafting trees and what it takes to help them grow.  Students also will learn about the history of apple and orange trees in our region.

Adams Elementary School
Homework Club

Amount:  $1,000.00
Teacher:  Sue Nipper

Students:  200

This grant will fund a Homework Club where targeted fifth and sixth-grade students can receive help and guidance with their homework from college-aged tutors in a focused, quiet place.  It is hoped that by providing extra assistance, these students will be able to achieve increases in proficiency levels.

Alcott Elementary School
The Alcott Elementary School California Native Plant Garden
Amount:  $1,000.00
Teacher:  Carolyn Linderman

Students:  600

This grant will help Alcott to implement a California native plant garden on the Alcott campus. Students, teachers and parents can see water-saving principles at work in a hands-on learning environment that will serve as a practical laboratory where science concepts can be reinforced.  Science knowledge will be enhanced through investigation, observation and hands-on experience.

Castle View Elementary School
Can You Hear Me Now?

Amount:  $996.67

Teacher:  Gretchen Fisher

Students:  32

This grant will pay for an amplification system in a fifth-grade classroom that includes three students from the California School for the Deaf, Riverside.  The system will help all students to hear lessons without background noise and distractions.

Emerson Elementary School
Beyond the Walls: The Farm as Classroom

Amount:  $750.00

Teacher:  Jody Filkins

Students:  90

This program will enrich second-grade students’ understanding of where our food comes from. Students will visit a working farm to see farm animals, crops being grown and processed, and dairy and egg production.  Students will write narratives and give oral presentations on their experiences.  Follow-up lessons will take place in Emerson’s Community Garden.
Emerson Elementary School
Eye for Nutrition
Amount:  $1,000.00
Teacher:  Tonia Nieto

Students:  60

Funds from this grant will provide hand tools and garden supplies to support learning in the Eastside Community Garden on the Emerson campus.  Fifth-grade students will use these tools during their physical education time to plant, cultivate, and harvest vegetables that will be served in the school’s Farmer’s Market Salad Bar.  They also will keep a journal on the progress of the garden.

Emerson Elementary School
Growing a Love for Reading

Amount:  $1,000.00
Teacher:  Kristen Anderson-Bristow

Students:  300

This project will provide a collection of read aloud books and benches which can be used for outdoor reading activities for Kindergarten through third-grade students.  Teachers, parents, mentors, students and community members can read to others in the school’s Community Garden or apple orchard to increase reading, speaking and listening skills and foster a love of reading. 

Emerson Elementary School
Leaping Toward Proficiency

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Jade Beasley

Students:  40

This grant will fund LeapPad Learning Systems for Special Day Class and Special Education students to help them improve comprehension, vocabulary, math, science and other skills. 

Emerson Elementary School
Songs from Around the World

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Jackie Hopper

Students:  500

Funds from this grant will help Emerson’s choir purchase a CD player, CDs, a portable keyboard, music and other supplies to allow the choir to perform at community functions.  Because Emerson is known as a “mini-United Nations” with students representing more than 35 nationalities, an emphasis will be placed on music from around the world.
Franklin Elementary School
A Picture’s Worth a Thousand Words

Amount:  $850.00
Teachers: Kelly Sugden & Michelle Mahdavi
Students:  31

This project will pay for a digital camera which will be used to help kindergarten Special Day Class students understand abstract ideas such as semantics, categorization and sequencing with photographs.  Students will take pictures of examples of the concepts being taught, then will include them in a photo journal, which can be used for group or one-on-one lessons.
Franklin Elementary School
Franklin Flyers Soar with Fluency

Amount:  $500.00

Teacher:  Loi Vuong

Students:  120

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase Quantum Learning LeapPads Personal Learning Tools and a set of interactive books to help third-graders to read narrative and expository text aloud with accuracy and appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression.

Franklin Elementary School
What’s Your Story?
Amount:  $525.00

Teacher:  Loi Vuong
Students:  30

This project will allow third-grade writers to have their work published in a hard-cover book.  It is hoped that this might be a motivational tool that will help students as they work through the writing process and will encourage them to try their best on each assignment.  A celebration will be held when the completed books arrive and they will be shared with parents, teachers and other school staff.

Grant Elementary School
Enrichment Literature for California History
Amount:  $779.23

Teacher:  Regina Cavaioli

Students: 32

The grant will fund chapter and picture books about highlights in California history, a set of books on the California missions, a mission map, and poster.  These materials will enrich history education for fourth-grade students and help them get excited to learn about our state’s history.

Grant Elementary School
Interactive Centers

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Shalyn Riley

Students:  19

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase Leapster Learning Game systems for second-grade students who are on-level and advanced learners.  The games will be used during independent learning times to keep advanced students engaged in learning. 
Grant Elementary School
Studying the World Around Us
Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Kristine Luff

Students:  35

This grant will be used to purchase 12 digital microscopes that sixth-graders can use to explore how organisms interact within an ecosystem.  Students will use the microscopes with classroom computers and will be able to see images on their computer screens. 
Harrison Elementary School
Leap Pads for Literacy Centers

Amount:  $500.00
Teacher:  Rhonda Egana
Students:  140

This grant will be used to purchase 12 LeapPads to be used in first grade classrooms during center time.  The LeapPad electronic books will reinforce phonemic awareness, fluency, vocabulary, development, and reading comprehension skills.
Harrison Elementary School
Words, Words, Words

Amount:  $500.00

Teachers:  Karen Hawthorne & John Pofahl

Students:  140

Funding from this grant will pay for dictionaries and thesauruses for second grade students.  These resources will help students enhance vocabulary development and research skills.
Hawthorne Elementary School
A Reading Program to Increase Student Achievement

Amount:  $500.00

Teachers:  Tammy Hermann and Janet Hansen-Scavo

Students:  40

This grant will pay for LeapPads and classroom books for first and second-grade students.  These materials will be used to teach important reading skills and increase student achievement.  Parents will be able to check out these materials so that they can reinforce learning at home.

Hawthorne Elementary School
Family Weekends

Amount:  $156.75

Teacher:  Mariana Robles
Students:  20

This project will help first-grade students work on key writing strategies and written language conventions by creating a photographic and narrative album about what they do with their families on the weekends.  The grant will pay for 20 disposable cameras that children can take home for this project.
Hawthorne Elementary School
Read to Learn to Read
Amount:  $992.20


Teachers:  Sally Diaz-Taylor, Betty Lambert, Mariana Robles, and Beth Wilbur

Students:  80

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase LeapPad books at a variety of skill levels for use in independent reading centers.  The books are used with the LeapPad electronic reading system which allows students to practice phonemic awareness, vocabulary and spelling as well as to build comprehension skills.  Funds from the grant also will be used to purchase science books for the LeapPad system.
Highgrove Elementary School         
Highgrove Elementary Parent Center

Amount:  $500.00

Teachers:  Shawna Florio and Norma Rodriguez

Students:  748

This grant will be used for supplies for a Highgrove Elementary School Parent Center.  The Parent Center will be a place parent volunteer work can be coordinated in a central location.  It is hoped that the parent center will encourage more parents to volunteer at school. 
Hyatt Elementary School
Increasing English Learner Success Through Aural

Amount  $959.20
and Oral Reading Practice

Teacher:  Amanda Bonales

Students:  60

Funding from this grant will be used to purchase “Read Naturally” CDs, which aim to help struggling English Learner students improve their reading skills by listening to a proficient reader read a non-fiction story with the appropriate fluency, phrasing and intonation. 
Jackson Elementary School
Aquarium of the Pacific:  Aquarium on Wheels
Amount  $425.00




Teacher:  Shannon Dadlez
Students:  102

The sea will come to Riverside for this project, aimed at teaching sixth-grade students about the cycle of oceanic food webs.  Staff from the Aquarium of the Pacific will talk about ocean life during 50-minute programs and allow students to interact with ocean animals.  Students then will complete posters and written reports on marine food webs. 

Jackson Elementary School
Art-to-Go Program
Amount:  $900

Teacher:  Paula Upper

Students:  145

This grant will allow sixth grade students to participate in the Art-to-Go program offered by the Riverside Art Museum.  Students will participate in three to five one-hour sessions aimed at teaching students about well-known artists and art techniques as well as allowing them to make projects with various media. 

Jackson Elementary School
Family Involvement Literacy Kits 

Amount:  $950.00
Teacher:  Gary McEwen

Students:  120

This project is aimed at helping kindergarten students improve their knowledge of alphabet letters and sounds by providing Family Involvement Literacy Kits for use at home.  These kits include backpacks containing: Fridge Phonics or Word Whammer magnetic letter sets for refrigerators; and videos that review the letters and their sounds or blending. 
Jackson Elementary School 
Microscopes for Scientific Investigation 
Amount:  $995.00
of Owl  Food Webs
Teacher:  Shannon Dadlez

Students:  136
This grant will be used to purchase microscopes, owl pellets, and 10 posters of skeletal remains to help sixth grade students study owl food webs.  Students will use microscopes to examine dissected owl pellets and the skeletal remains of jawbones as they study ecology and food webs.
Jackson Elementary School 
Phonics and Sight Words Games & Manipulatives
Amount:  $759.00

Teacher:  Amy Provost

Students:  280

Funds from this grant will be used to buy educational games and phonics manipulatives to use during small group instruction and tutoring.  At-risk first and second-grade students will practice letter sounds and high frequency words to increase decoding skills and reading fluency.

Jackson Elementary School
“Picture This” Science Photography

Amount:  $450.00

Teacher:  Virginia Williams

Students:  90

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase a digital camera which will be used to document scientific investigation and make science more meaningful to students.  The camera also will allow students to produce books containing photographs and PowerPoint presentations.
Jackson Elementary School
Read All About – Classroom Libraries

Amount:  $700.00

Teacher:  Sarah Gillette

Students:  175
Nonfiction paperback books will be purchased for fifth-grade classrooms.  These classes currently have limited classroom libraries.  Having a great selection of leveled books in all fifth grade classrooms will support the acquisition of essential skills and will also provide appropriate reading material to share with third grade book buddies.

Jackson Elementary School
Rolling into Reading Book Buddy Libraries
Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Kathy Kashak

Students:  800

Two mobile book buddy carts filled with fiction and nonfiction books that appeal to students in grades 1 to 6 will be purchased with funds from this grant.  These books will provide a greater range and quantity of books to encourage students to read in a social, supportive activity as well as to become fluent independent readers.
Jackson Elementary School
Watch me Learn my ABCs
Amount:  $725.00

Teachers:  Kim Ubiadas, Carol Williams, and Cynthia Zdilor

Students:  120

Kindergarten students who do not know the alphabet and letter sounds when they start school need extra support.  This grant will provide funding for letter cards, 20 tape players, and 100 cassette tapes that can be loaned to families – particularly those who are non-English speaking — to support learning at home and help students to learn the alphabet and understand how letters and sounds work together to make words and sentences. 
John F. Kennedy Elementary School        
Destination ImagiNation 
Amount:  $850.00
GATE Enrichment Program  
Teacher:  Karen Griffith

Students:  36

Destination ImagiNation is an educational program in which students use creativity to solve long-range and short-term problems.  This grant pays for six teams from Kennedy Elementary School to enter the regional competition and will provide them with team T-shirts for the competition.

Lake Mathews Elementary School
Exemplary Physical Education, K-5

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Amanda Parker

Students:  450

Students who regularly participate in physical education are more likely to become healthy adults.  This grant will fund the Exemplary Physical Education Curriculum, an award-winning obesity prevention program.  The program fits national physical education standards and also helps students gain the knowledge, skills and attitudes they will need to be active for life.
Lake Mathews Elementary School
Hop on the LeapPads of Learning

Amount:  $500.00

Teacher:  Pam Volker

Students:  80

This grant will fund LeapPad Learning Systems and standards-based activity books for four Kindergarten classrooms.  These systems will supplement reading instruction and give students a hands-on way to develop their knowledge of phonics, phonemic awareness, decoding and word recognition.
Lake Mathews Elementary School
Learn and Play at Recess Time

Amount:  $359.63

Teacher:  Elisabeth Glasheen

Students:  242

Students who do not enjoy traditional playground games can exercise their minds at recess with the 24 strategic board games that will be purchased with this grant.  Games such as chess, Scrabble and checkers can be checked out by students and will help develop skills such as strategic thinking, positive social interaction, and prediction. 

Longfellow Elementary School
Accelerated Reader Disneyland Trip
Amount:  $1,000.00

Administrator:  Mauricio Gormaz, Assistant Principal

Students:  37

This grant will provide a trip to Disneyland for Longfellow students who earn the greatest number of points for successfully passing Accelerated Reader comprehension quizzes.  This is a motivational tool aimed at encouraging students to do more independent reading, which is shown contribute to an increase in state test scores.  The school plans to combine this grant with funds from community partners to send 37 students in grades 2-6 to Disneyland this year.
Magnolia Elementary School
Read! Read! Read! The Musical
Amount:  $949.98

Teacher:  Christopher MarkerMorse

Students:  690

Fifth and sixth-grade students at Magnolia Elementary School will celebrate reading on or near National Read across America Day (March 2) with their original musical, “Read! Read! Read! The Musical.”  Funds from this grant will be used to purchase a keyboard and music education software to help with this project, which will enhance students’ language arts skills while exposing them to the performing arts.
Magnolia Elementary School
Read to Me, Please

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Janine McConnell

Students:  30

This grant will fund an audio book library to help fourth and fifth grade students who are not scoring at the Proficient level in language arts.  This project will expose students to fluent reading and vocabulary words which they may not be able to read independently. 

Mark Twain Elementary School
Books for Bullfrogs
Amount:  $500.00

Teacher:  Thanh Nguyen

Students:  121

The third grade team will used funds from this grant to purchase 25 sets of literature circle books.  Each set contains 10 books.  This expanded library will be used for literature discussions and will help third-grade students to meet standards and benchmarks for their grade level.
Mark Twain Elementary School
Got Water?

Amount:  $628.00

Teacher:  Angela Jambretz

Students:  120

This project will fund lessons about water culminating in a Kindergarten Science Fair aimed at introducing young students to science, experiments and Science Fair activities while also helping them to become waterwise citizens at school and at home.  Funds will be used to purchase various supplies for water experiments and for Science Fair display boards.
Mark Twain Elementary School
Junior Great Books
Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Wendy Gull

Students:  32

Junior Great Books is a supplemental reading program that challenges Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) students to respond to higher level questioning while developing their critical thinking skills.  This grant will be used to purchase 60 Junior Great Books, activity books and audiotapes for use in the program.
Mark Twain Elementary School
Leap into Writing

Amount:  $969.48

Teacher:  Jennifer Sipe

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase five Quick Pad IR word processors which students can use to write and store friendly letters, personal narrative stories, expository reports, and other projects.

Mark Twain Elementary School
Literature Enrichment

Amount:  $984.38

Teacher:  Kristal Fryan

Students:  120

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase classroom books that can be used for second grade book clubs, reciprocal teaching, and literature circles.  It is hoped that this program can be especially helpful for proficient and advanced students and will strengthen reading comprehension skills.
Mark Twain Elementary School
Tame the Jungle…Learn to Read

Amount:  $788.00

Teachers:  Sarah Snodgrass (first-grade team)

Students:  120
This grant will fund one set of Houghton Mifflin Leveled Readers (30 titles) and one set of Houghton Mifflin Social Studies Leveled Readers (5 titles) for first grade classes.  These books will help to ensure differentiated instruction for students of a variety of proficiency levels.
Mark Twain Elementary School 
Twist and Shout

Amount: $969.10

Teacher:  Lisa Bowyer

Students:  60

Leapfrog Twist and Shout electronic multiplication devices will be provided to third grade classes to help students master their multiplication tables.  These devices will be used in addition to strategies such as Multiplication Bingo, flashcards, and study sessions to help all third graders to learn their multiplication facts.

Mt. View Elementary 
Audio Books for Children Developing English

Amount:  $987.00

Teacher:  Mary Landero

Students:  143

This program for English Language Learner students in Kindergarten to second grade will provide Audio Books for Children Developing English to families where little English is spoken in the home.  These audio books, which will be available for families to check out, will help students to develop English vocabulary, listening skills, speaking fluency and reading ability.
Rivera Elementary School
Bringing Literature to “Light”—Integrating Language
Amount:  $977.77
and Performing Arts
Teachers:  Andrea Brown, Kathleen Cohen, and Karen Setzler

Students:  80

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase lighting for performing arts programs at school, such as this year’s production of “The Emperor’s New Clothes.”  Students from throughout the school, including Special Education students, will benefit from participation in the play.  This grant builds on a grant given last year to purchase sound equipment.

Rivera Elementary School
Enhancing Social Studies Through Literature

Amount:  $500.00

Teacher:  Jennifer Freeman

Students:  132

Biographies of famous Americans will be purchased with this grant to promote the integration of social studies and language arts.  Books about Harriet Tubman, Abraham Lincoln, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Edison, Abigail Adams, George Washington, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Alexander Graham Bell will be available to third-grade students. 
Rivera Elementary School
Enriching Science Through Literature

Amount:  $500.00

Teacher:  Andrea Brown

Students:  40

This grant will be used to purchase copies of “The Great Kapok Tree,” “Stellaluna,” “Just a Dream” and “The Giving Tree” for use by second grade classes.  These books will be used for both science and language arts lessons and also will double as Accelerated Reader books to strengthen reading comprehension.  

Rivera Elementary School
Integrating Technology to Make Rivera “Pop”
Amount:  $975.00
Teachers:  Tawnya Paino and Amanda Stamper

Students:  851

This project will provide students with access to BrainPOP, an educational program providing content spanning six main subjects including: health, science, English, mathematics, social studies, and technology.  This program will complement daily classroom curriculum and make learning fun for students.
Rivera Elementary School
Kids Saving the Earth, An Environmental Fair
Amount:  $997.57

Teachers:  Frieda Coe and Diane Floyd

Students:  851

Children in seven second grade classes will study various works of literature with environmental themes.  They then will work together in cooperative learning groups to further research, develop, and present environmental issues with student-created demonstrations, games, and presentations in a culminating event, “Kids Saving the Earth, an Environmental Fair.”

Rivera Elementary School
Leap Into Reading

Amount:  $432.00

Teachers:  Debbie Aznar and Matt Cash

Students:  100

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase LeapPad Learning Systems and LeapPad Learning System books.  These devices will be used by first-grade students daily to help students who need help with phonemic awareness, reluctant readers, and those needing to be challenged.

Rivera Elementary School
Leap into Reading
Amount:  $432.00

Teachers:  Christina Waterland and Matt Cash

Students:  100

This project will make LeapPad learning systems and accompanying LeapPad books available to first-grade students to help them develop a strong phonemic background that will help them to become strong readers.  These devices will be used on a daily basis and will help students who are struggling, reluctant readers, and those who need to be challenged.
Rivera Elementary School
Sensory Integration in the Classroom

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teachers:  Cheryl Vito and Danielle Bernie

Students:  20

This project addresses the sensory needs of pre-school students with special needs. Funds from this grant will be used to purchase items such as tactile discs, balancing boards, Theraputty, and a wagon that can be used to help students whose sensory systems are oversensitive or underesponsive.
Rivera Elementary School
We’re Off to See the Wizard
Amount:  996.00

Teachers:  Freida Coe and Diane Floyd

Students:  851

Second-grade students will share class and small-group studies of the Frank Baum book “Wizard of Oz,” then will produce a musical performance of the story. Funds from this grant will include three wireless microphone systems, the cost for a pianist and background sets.  Two daytime performances for the student body and one evening performance for the community will be offered.
Sunshine Early Childhood Center
Sensory Integration in the Classroom – Part II

Amount:  $984.90

Teachers:  Cyndi Hartshorn and Kara Ubillus
Students:  16

This project addresses the ongoing sensory needs of preschool children with autism and builds on a 2005 REEF grant, The Sensory Integration Grant Part I.  The ultimate goal of the project is to provide meaningful and educational ways to provide sensory input to children whose sensory systems are under-reactive or over-reactive.
Taft Elementary School
Literacy Enhancement Through Accelerated 
Amount:  $983.77
Reading Resources
Teacher:  Janet Pevehouse

Students:  33

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase classroom science and social studies books in an effort to improve reading comprehension skills of fifth-grade students.  Research shows that student achievement in the area of reading is closely linked to the amount of books students read.  This program aims to motivate students to read more.
Taft Elementary School
Raceway to Reading

Amount:  $750.00

Teachers:  Melinda Brown and Jennine Barrett

Students:  500
This grant will be used to purchase motivational rewards for the Accelerated Reader program. Accelerated Reader helps students to boost their reading skills through quizzes that test comprehension.  Awards are given to students who reach established benchmarks in the program.

Victoria Elementary School
Eggs to Fry Enrichment Project

Amount:  $650.00

Teacher:  Julianna M. Cruz

Students: 85+

Second grade students will raise trout from eggs and monitor their life cycle.  Students will chart and photograph the trout as they develop and will share their findings through a BLOG set up by their teacher.  Once the fish have fully grown, they will be released into Lytle Creek.

Victoria Elementary School
Louis Robidoux Nature Center

Amount:  $400.00

Teacher:  Carol Westermeyer

Students:  100

With funds from this grant, first-grade students will be able to visit the Louis Robidoux Nature Center.  The center contains several different environments and a variety of plant and animal life that will bring life science to life for students.  Students will learn to differentiate between pond, woodland, and city environments.

Washington Elementary School        
Building Special Friendships Through Ceramics

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teachers:  Elizabeth Stralka and Kari Johnson

Students:  758

This program pairs autistic students with regular education students, who will work together to design and create mosaics of fired clay.  Funds from this grant will be combined with money from the PTA and school fundraisers to purchase a kiln for this project.  The ultimate goal is to teach students to work in a community of respect, responsibility, and friendship.
Washington Elementary School
Shall We Dance Again?

Amount:  $925.00

Teacher:  Catherine Patrick

Students:  420
Fourth-grade students will learn the waltz, foxtrot, chacha, rumba, merengue and other ballroom dance styles from Arthur Murray dance instructors through this program.  Students will learn social skills and improve mathematical reasoning as they participate in a fun form of exercise and build self-confidence.  Students will show off their moves at an Open House Extravaganza in April and a dance show in June.
Washington Elementary School
Shall We Dance Some More?

Amount:  $875.00

Teacher:  Catherine Patrick
Students:  75

Fifth and sixth grade students will get a chance to polish their ballroom moves through participation in the voluntary, after-school Washington Dance Club.  The club, which meets on Tuesday afternoons, helps students learn advanced steps and technique.  This grant will pay for the cost of professional dance judges and trophies and ribbons for a dance competition at the end of the year.
Washington Elementary School
Star Lab Planetarium
Amount:  523.57

Teacher:  Peggy Luebs

A portable Star Lab Planetarium will visit the campus so that third and fifth-grade students can observe constellations and have a museum expert talk to them about the universe.

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
Central Middle School
Boost Reading Scores with Accelerated Reader

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Deborah Stanley

Students:  719

This grant will be used to purchase the newest fiction books that are part of the Accelerated Reader Program for the school library.  These books will meet the needs of a broad spectrum of Central students, including English Language Learners, GATE, and special education, as well as regular education students.  The ultimate goal is to help all students to become more proficient readers and to improve their scores on standardized tests.

Central Middle School
Central Middle School Chamber Music

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Anne Hendrickson

Students:  150

To encourage Central Band students to continue to develop their music educations, small group ensembles will be created.  This grant will be used to purchase music and other supplies needed to support these small music groups.
Central Middle School
Heard Any Good Books Lately?

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Donna Guiliano
Students:  100+

This grant will be used to purchase 20 MP3 players with headphones and up to 15 book audio files/e-books to support struggling readers.  The MP3 players and audio books will be available to check out from the school library.  It is hoped that this program will help struggling students to boost their reading skills.
Central Middle School
Heard Any Good Books Lately?

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Mike Young

Students:  100+

This grant will be used to purchase 20 MP3 players with headphones and up to 15 book audio files/e-books to support struggling readers.  The MP3 players and audio books will be available to check out from the school library.  Using a form of technology that is currently very “hot” will make reading “cool!” and help struggling students to boost their reading skills.

Central Middle School
Manga for the Masses
Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Thomas Corcoran

Students:  635

A wide variety of graphic novels, and anime and manga books will be purchased for the student lending library.  Reluctant readers who are disappointed with the content of books at lower reading levels will be captivated by these high-interest, dynamically illustrated books.

Central Middle School
Power Up Reading with Playaways

Amount:  $989.07

Teacher:  Deborah Stanley

Students:  719

Sixteen classic and contemporary books in a cutting edge digital audio format know as a “Playaway” as well as earbuds and replacement covers will be purchased with funds from this grant.  Playaways are similar to MP3 players and will increase students’ exposure to good literature – especially for those students who are reluctant readers.
Chemawa Middle School          Creative Writing Shines Through with Technology Opportunities
Amount:  $989.00
Teacher:  Julie Gibbons

Students:  650

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase Adobe In-Design CS and Adobe Photoshop CS-2 for use in producing school publications.  Students will use these programs to develop outstanding graphic designs that can be used in a variety of school publications, including: yearbooks, parent letters, and school news periodicals. 
Chemawa Middle School
Demonstration Table Engaging Our Future Chefs

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Julie Gibbons

Students:  1,000

A mobile home economics work station featuring a demonstration table with a raised mirror extension will be purchased with funds from this grant combined with student generated contributions from the Home Ecomonics Trust Fund Account.  This demonstration table will give students a good view of teacher or student demonstrations of food preparation. 
Chemawa Middle School
Playaways Project

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher: Dena Saulsbury

Students:  1,300

This project will address the needs of auditory learners, students with reading disabilities, and reading comprehension difficulties.  Grant funds will purchase digitized books (Playaways), earbuds, foam earbud covers and other accessories.  These devices will make the school library accessible to more students.  By offering a variety of reading formats, the library expects the Playaways will help to increase standardized test scores and a greater understanding of content.
Chemawa Middle School
Read, Record, and Improve

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Elizabeth LeNoir

Students:  165

Five IPods and five voice recorders will be purchased with this grant to help students who are reading two years or more below their grade level.  These students will record a passage that they read aloud.  Computer software will then be used to edit the passage for reading mistakes or pauses.  Students then will be able to hear themselves reading the same passage fluently.  By listening to their own voice, these students are modeling correct reading for themselves.
Earhart Middle School
“Critical Conversations: Book Discussions for Engaging

Amount:  $1,000.00
  Students in Higher-Level Thinking

Teachers:  Marie Coover, Kathy O’Connell and Jackie Zigmund

Students:  1,600

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase a seventh and an eighth-grade set of Jr. Great Books (30 books per set). These books will augment novels in the school library and will help students to identify literary elements.  These materials also will be used to develop book discussion groups using the Socratic Method of Inquiry.  These groups will take place in the classroom and also will include parents in evening groups.

Earhart Middle School
“Zeal”:  A Literary Magazine

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teachers:  Marie Coover and Ron Otis

Students:  1,600

Earhart writers and editors will publish their own literary magazine, called “Zeal,” which will feature student writing and art.  Grant funds will pay for film and printing costs and HP ink cartridges to print rough drafts.  The first run of the magazine is due out at the end of January, with future editions coming each trimester.  It is hoped that future fundraising efforts will allow Zeal to continue to be published.

Gage Middle School
Colonel Mustard in the Library! A forensic event for students to 
Amount:  $942.40

read, research and resolve!
Teachers:  Yvonne Weinstein and Karin Westerling

Students:  200

Seventh grade students will turn into detectives as they attempt to solve “The Case of the Lost Skull.”  This forensics unit includes equipment and supplies, student worksheets and teacher information designed to help students solve a fun whodunit.
Gage Middle School
Showcasing Excellence

Amount:  $1,000

Teacher:  Edmundo Quijada
Students:  1,200

This grant will be used to purchase a camcorder and video editing software so that students can create multi-media displays of exemplary work to be included in kiosks in the library and office and on the Gage Web site.  Students also will create a mini-documentary that will include interviews with by students, parents and staff members to explain how the project benefited the campus.

Gage Middle School
The Animated Classroom
Amount:  $1,000.00
Teacher:  Lauren Dickerson

Students: 80

This grant will provide graphic novels for seventh and eight-grade students who are struggling with reading. These popular books will be used to hook reluctant readers. 

Sierra Middle School
I Sing the Body Electric…ZAP Me!
Amount:  $998.05

Teacher:  Dr. Trey V. Pitruzzello

Students:  500 +
Eighth-grade students will see how electricity works through classroom demonstrations of an electrostatic charge in space.  This grant will fund a Van de Graff Generator, Wimshurst Static Machine and other electrostatic generators and related equipment which will be used to create safe lightning demonstrations, static sparks that look like they came from Dr. Frankenstein’s laboratory and more. 

Sierra Middle School
Galileo was Right! Vacuums SUCK!
Amount:  $994.15

Teacher: Dr. Trey V. Pitruzzello

Students:  500 + 

This grant will be used to purchase a vacuum pump, vacuum chamber, tubing and other accessories to demonstrate difficult scientific principles such as density, air resistance, friction, pressure, buoyancy, flight, and many other physical concepts. 
Sierra Middle School
Playaway Digital Players

Amount:  $989.07

Teacher:  Lynda DeRuyter

Students:  1,012

Sixteen classic and contemporary books in a digital format will be purchased with funds from this grant.  These devices will be used to increase students’ understanding of books that may be above their reading level and also will help them to develop literary skills.  The Playaways will be available for students to check out to use at home, or to use at the library.
University Heights Middle School
Pride and Prejudice Palatable with Playaways
Amount:  $950.17

Teacher:  Janice Webb

Students:  950

This grant will be used to purchase 17 classic books in a digital audio format and one pack of ear buds and replacement covers.  These books will make the classics more accessible to students, who are required to read a classic novel and complete a project each trimester.

HIGH SCHOOLS

Arlington High School
African American Cultural Unity
Amount:  $600.00

Teacher: Medina Bradford

Students:  150

Funds from this grant will be used to send two Arlington students involved in the school’s Black Student Union to Leadership Camp.  Building leadership skills is a key goal of the organization, which provides resources and support for minority students at Arlington.

Arlington High School
Mask:  Uncovering the Past
Amount:  $1,000.00
Teacher:  Elena Villa

Students:  2,000

Students will uncover the mystery of the mask and its influence on the historical, cultural and emotional development of man.  Funds from this grant will be used to purchase masks and video equipment for this project.  Students will design and create masks modeled on those from five ancient cultures.  They then will prepare presentations based on their research and will develop and perform a short scene depicting the traditional use of the masks.
Arlington High School
Playaway: Digital Audio Books

Amount:  $500.00

Teacher:  Angela Talluto

Students:  150

This project will support the reading intervention class with the purchase of Playaway digital books and accessories.  Audio books provide students with a different type of literary experience and can help students to develop reading fluency and expression.  Teachers can use these books for whole class work or small group instruction. 

Arlington High School
Putting the FOCUS on SCIENCE~Using a Document Camera to

Amount: $1,000.00
Teach Scientific Laboratory Techniques
 

Teacher:  Sheri Harris
 

Students:  670

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase a document camera that will help every student to see and learn the fine-motor techniques and skills needed to use laboratory equipment and master specific techniques.  The document camera will be used during lectures to enable every student to have a front row seat for demonstrations.
Arlington High School
The DVD – “Camera Connection”:  Connecting the Classroom 
Amount:  $1,000.00
with Real World Science + DVD Camera Directed at Competition
Teacher:  Sheri Harris

Students:  190

A DVD camera will be purchased with this project to help students learn about areas of environmental concern.  These areas will be videotaped and the voices of individuals involved in environmental issues will be recorded and overlayed on top of the images for class presentations that will connect textbook lessons with real-life issues that can be updated as they evolve.  The camera also will help Arlington’s Envirothon team to record and self-evaluate their oral presentations.
Arlington High School
Writing with AlphaSmart

Amount:  $983.00

Teacher:  Roseanne Gonzales

Students:  20

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase AlphaSmart Neos and a Printer Pod.  The AlphaSmart is a compact keyboard that can be used to assist in the writing process.  They will be used to help special education students take notes and complete classwork and homework assignments.  They will be especially helpful for students who have special needs due to dysgraphia, poor fine motor skills, or ADHD.

King High School
Assigned Reading:  Media Support

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Irene Conable

Students:  all

This grant will be used to purchase “Playaway” audio books and accessories for use by students who experience difficulty with assigned reading because of vision limitations, learning styles or reading level.

King High School
King High School Remembers

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  John Corona

Students:  700

King High Remembers is a state-recognized, intergenerational program that pays tribute to our local war veterans.  U.S. History students interview more than 150 veterans from five wars to learn about these events from those who experienced them first-hand.  The stories of these veterans are published on the King High School Web site.  This grant will pay for name tags, banners, commemorative pins and other materials for this program.
North High School
A Pathway to Accessibility

Amount:  $995.00

Teacher:  Sharon Nakama and Angela Washington

Students: Rene Rojo, Joseph Valencia, Michael Hart, Christian Salgado, and Moises Villafana

Students:  60

Special education and general education students involved in the North High School Key Club will work together to build a brick pathway in the Eastside Community Garden at Emerson Elementary School so that students in wheelchairs can more easily visit and work in the garden.  Funds from this grant will be used to purchase pavers, sand, garden tools, and other materials needed for this project.
North High School
Audio Book Collection

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Pam Holden

Students:  2,500

This grant will be used to purchase Playaway audio books and accessories for the North High School library.  The goal is to expose a greater number of students to classic and contemporary literature.
North High School
Stop the Hate Week

Amount:  $330.00

Teachers:  Michelle Grotness and Jared Wigginton

Students:  2,500

This project will allow 30 members of North High’s Multicultural Council to travel to the Museum of Tolerance.  The goal is to promote an understanding of the commonalities people have that go deeper than physical characteristics and social practices.  This project will lay the foundation for a race-relations outreach program with University Heights Middle School.
Poly High School
Dress to Impress- Poly Theater Students Participate in
Amount:  $875.00
Dickens Festival

Teacher: Nicholas Prelesnik

Students:  20

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase Victorian-style costumes to supplement existing stock so that theater students can participate in the Riverside Dickens Festival.  Students will perform at the event and participate in the “Parade of Characters.”
Poly High School
History Alive! Makes the Cold War Hot!

Amount:  996.13

Teachers:  Camie Gillman and Kelly Poelstra

Students:  800

Students will learn about the rise and fall of the Soviet Union, communist China and modern Japan through this history program for tenth-grade students.  Grant funds will be used to purchase two History Alive! kits, which use research-based strategies to increase student engagement and improve learning in these areas.

Poly High School
Keys to the Wide World:  Books for Auditory Learners and 
Amount:  $1,000.00
Busy People

Teacher:  Kathy Bowman

Students:  2,789

Funds from this grant will be used to purchase 18 Playaway audio books and accessories for the school library.  These devices will help audio learners to improve their reading skills and test scores.  The audio books will be available for students and teachers to check out.

Poly High School
Larger Than Life-State of the Art Projection for Littleworth 
Amount:  $1,000.00
Theater
Teacher:  Nicholas Prelesnik

Students:  400

This grant will combined with other funds to purchase a high intensity LCD projector for the Arthur Littleworth Theater.  This projector will give students the chance to try out cutting edge technology for projecting background images and scenery that is now used in university and professional theaters.
Poly High School
Performing, Recording and Evaluating

Amount:  $645.00

Teacher:  Richard Steffen

Students:  400

This grant will be used to purchase a digital camcorder which will allow students in the band, choir, drama and orchestra programs to record their material and quickly evaluate their work.
Poly High School
Using Digital Microscopy to Evaluate Particulate Pollution

Amount:  $1,000.00
Teacher:  Chris MacMurdo

Students:  152

There’s something in the air.  Through this project, Advanced Placement and Hospitality environmental science students will find out what it is.  They will place particulate collectors outside and in their homes and use digital microscopes purchased with this grant to examine their findings.
Ramona High School
Concert Piano Benches

Amount:  $534.00

Teacher: Ronda Barnes

Students:  400

This grant will be used to purchase professional concert benches to be used with the two Steinway grand pianos on the Ramona stage.  These benches, which can be adjusted in height, will be comfortable during long performances and enhance students’ use of the Steinway pianos.

Ramona High School
Discovering Drama at Ramona High School

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Patricia Scarborough

Students:  n/a
Funds from this grant will be used to purchase 40 play anthology texts to deepen the study of dramatic literature.  The texts will be incorporated into classroom study in the spring and will be used for years to come.
Ramona High School
Music Listening Library

Amount:  $899.00

Teacher:  Paul Salyers

This project will bring a world of music to students who will be able to access jazz, symphonies, professional concert bands, or other music with a music library.  This grant will be used to purchase a Bose DVD Home Entertainment System for the library and initial recordings will come through community donations.

Ramona High School
On Your Mark, Get Set, Act!

Amount:  $1,000.00

Teacher:  Patricia Scarborough

Students will get a chance to show what they can do on stage at the Fullerton College Theater Festival Competition.  This grant will pay for 30 Ramona Theater students to participate in the event, which takes place March 16-17, 2007.
Riverside Adult School
Student Leadership Committee Newsletter:  “What’s Up?”
Amount:  $720.00

Teachers:  Kathy Bywater and Susana Zamudio

Students:  1,500

Funds from this grant will cover copying costs for the Student Leadership Committee’s newsletter, “What’s Up?”  This newsletter is created by students and is designed to keep the student body and community informed about what is going on at Riverside Adult School. 
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